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AFFIDA VIT OF ANNE CHESTER

IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT OF QUEENSLAND

REGISTRY: BRISBANE
NUMBER: M6213/08

APPLICANT:

RESPONDENT:

Geraldine Fooi Fong ROBERTSON

AND

CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY
INDUSTRIES AND FISHEIRES

AFFIDAVIT

I, Anne Chester of 301 Fairfield Road Fairfield, being the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) Queensland, solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare:

1. I am a Veterinarian of nineteen years experience having graduated from the University of
Queensland Veterinary School in 1988. I am employed by RSPCA Qld Inc as the Senior
Veterinarian.

2. On January 9th 2008 I was asked to examine 102 dogs and puppies by RSPCA
Inspector Laurie Stageman: On January 11th 2008 I was presented with a further 4 adult
standard poodles for examination.

3. The following is a true and accurate record of my findings.

4. There were 25 puppies «4mths), 12 juveniles (4mths-1year) and 69 adults dogs. The
dogs were brought to the RSPCA shelter in numerous vehicles purpose built for the

~transporting of dogs. The majority of these dogs were poodles (standard or toy) but also

i duded 2 Pomeranian puppies and 2 Labrador puppies. The dogs were given identity
;gs and triaged as they were removed from the vehicles. More detailed examinations
. re carried out over the following 2 days and treatment regimes put in place.

5. There were 37 adult standard poodles. The most obvious condition noted was that the
majority of these dogs were severely matted (the fur matted to the skin) and smelt
strongly of urine which would be obvious to a lay person. Dog groomers were organised
to begin clipping the following day (January 10th 2008). Four of the dogs were
discovered to have maggots- resulting in cutaneous (skin) myiasis or "fly strike". Fly eggs
were also found on the coat around the wound.

Two dogs were "flyblown" around their peri anal region, 1 dog on his leg and 1 dog had
maggots in his external ear canal. These dogs required general anaesthetics to clip and
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clean the wounds as they were in such discomfort. One of these dogs required
hospitalisation and intravenous fluids for 3 days to ensure his recovery. All 4 dogs were
placed on antibiotics to treat the infections associated with the myiasis (infestation of
tissue by maggots). A more comprehensive report on these individual animals follows.
The adult toy poodles also required clipping and bathing as their coats were matted with
faeces and urine. Cutaneous myiasis is the infestation of living vertebrate animals with fly
larvae, which, at least for a period of time, feed on the host's dead or living tissue)n this.
case skin. ~The following factors must be present for myiasis to occur in a pet animal.
There must be abuse or neglect that results in a wound with blood, necrotic tissue,
faeces, or urine attraCting flies. The animal must be somewhat incapacitated and
therefore unable to clean the wound itself, or the wound occurs in a location that the
animal is unable to reach. In either case, the rapid cleansing of any wound or 'hot spot'
and appropriate veterinary attention will greatly reduce the risks of infestation. This rapid
treatment of wounds is particularly important in summer, when greater fly numbers and
environmental factors such as heat and humidity result in a more rapid progression of
cutaneous myiasis. ~,,~attsand burrs in long-coated animals can easily cause irritation,
leading to hot spots (moist exudative dermatitis) and scratching which can cause further
skin trauma, open lesions and conditions on the skin conducive to cutaneous myiasis.
Animals with long coats and matts are particularly prone to the accumulation of
excrement near the genitalia a further source of attraction to flies and can further
predispose animals to cutaneous myiasis. The risk of developing cutaneous myiasis is
also influenced by the number of flies in the animal's environment. Living outdoors
exposes the animals to flies and failure to remove materials that attract flies in greater
numbers e.g. faeces and urine dramatically increases fly numbers and therefore
dramatically increases the risk of cutaneous myiasis in animals suffering skin pathology.

7. As stated previously the majority of these animals were found to have matted coats or at
the very least coats contaminated with faeces and urine. These animals were housed
outdoors in January in an environment where faeces and urine would attract flies in
greater numbers. Had intervention not occurred, failure of basic hygiene, grooming and
veterinary attention would have resulted in more animals suffering cutaneous myiasis.

8. On January 10th 2008 multiple faecal samples were taken from pens housing the
juveniles and the puppies., A protozoan parasite known as Coccidia was found in 2 pens

.~ involving 8 puppies. Coqb~ia are single celled organisms that infect the intestine. There
is rapid multiplication of the parasite in the intestinal wall, and the subsequent rupture of

-------Pj) the cells of the intestinal lining. Several stages of multiplication occur before the final
. stage, the oocyst, is passed in the faeces after they have adequately matured, they

~):. become infective to the dog that swallows them from faecal-contaminated ground.

, .Ar.,.k.t A/Coccidia infection causes watery diarrhoea and can be a life-threatening problem. It is a

~~~' disease associated with crowded or unhygienic conditions and control requires basic~ hygiene procedures in particular prompt removal of faecal material. C\

S~ 9. Hookworm was also found in a 2 pens involving 8 puppies with diahorrea. Subsequent
) A!.v;D q J routine faecal samples were found to be positive for hookworm i~ 5 adult toy poodles and

L..r {J;"V"\ 4 adult standard poodles and so a blanket treatment regime for hookworm was

-H~~ implemented in the shelter. This treatment needed to be repeated on a regular basis as
.1:t/".} y.animals with diarrhorrea continued to diagnosed with hookworm infestation on faecal

(If ) rl Aloats. Hookworms attach to a dog's intestinal lining and the worms feed on the host's':J- /' /";/.t;J .~Iood. Dogs can develop life-threatening anaemia from blood loss. Hookworm infection is
vL/ \(; e to skin penetration of L3 larvae hatching in eggs shed in faeces, or puppies(] ',:;,r' ~ .. ingesting milk containing L3 larva~Jhat.b.~e migrated to mammary tissue after initial
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skin penetration. Development of L3 larvae from eggs passed in faeces generally takes
about 1 week.

10. Once L3 penetration of the skin occurs, the L3 larvae can migrate to the gut via lungs
and other tissues to produce adult hookworms in the gut or can undergo dormant phases
in the tissues and resume development at a later stage. Disease associated with
hookworm generally results from animals living in an unhygienic environment
contaminated with faeces. Adult hookworms that cause disease can be killed by a
number of commercially available dog wormers. Persistent shedding of eggs after
adulticide therapy reflects heavy contamination of animals with dormant larvae (resistant
to wormers) which have reactivated at a later stage. Regular worming programs using
effective drugs will eventually eliminate shedding.

11. Twelve dogs required antibiotic eye ointment for treatment of conjunctivitis and ten dogs
required treatment for unilateral or bilateral ear infections. These conditions were easily
detectable on clinical examination and should have been noticed by a lay person. Four
dogs (Bt -5]72, ~40850, Bt 5872 and Bt 5862- standard poodles mixed sexes and
colours) had both eye and ear infections. The majority of these infections have cleared
with one course of antibiotics (ear and eye ointment) applied 2 x daily and have been'
maintained in a healthy state by daily bathing with saline. Four cases of ear infections
have proved refractory probably due to the longstanding nature of the infections and
have required oral antibiotics to aid the treatment.

12~T-SZ32;l Chocolate male standard poodle. This dog was severely matted. He was
, ~depressed and lethargic. Large numbers of maggots were found in numerous pockets of

infection around his scrotum anus and tail. Maggots were also obvious in his oral cavity
(mouth) as he tried to groom himself. The dog required a general anaesthetic to clip the
matted fur. The wounds were flushed and the maggots removed. The dog was very thin
after Clipping the dog weighed 14.5kg, a dog of this breed, age and standing height
should weigh a minimum of 18kg and as such this dog was 20% under weight. The dog
was placed on intravenous fluids, oral antibiotics and injections of pain relief. The pain
relief was in the form of Temgesic (a morphine like drug) 3x daily and a non steroidal
anti-inflammatory injection once daily. Despite these high doses of pain relief the dog
was unable to sit as the wounds were too painful. The dog required constant nursing as
once standing he was unable to lie down again without help due to the pain. He
gradually improved over 4-5 days; the wounds required constant dressing until he was
eventually able to sit by himself. Despite this, since being in the care of the RSPCA the
dog gained 2 kgs in 14days by being fed adequate amounts of commercially available
dog food.

~:,-cPgD

13.rB.!:.S-~ Black male standard poodle. The dog had damp fur and there was an obvious

f1 . - J. ~tllelLQLnaCIQ!ic skin_. He also had a bilateral purulent ocular discharge with very~'- reddened conjunctiva and bilateral entropian (eyelids rolled in). This dog's fur was
severely matted to the skin and the dog required a general anaesthetic to clip the fur as it
was too uncomfortable to try and remove the fur without it. Under the matted fur a wound
was found on tiTs left hind leg which was infected by maggots. The wound was flushed
and the maggots removed, antibiotic lotion was placed on the lesion and the dog was
started on oral antibiotics to clear up the infection in the wound and antibiotic eye
ointment for the conjunctivitis. The dog will require surgery for the entropian at a later
date.




