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LIFESAVERS: Petbarn's Melissa Pearce (left)with the RSPCA's Rhiannon Buglar and a furry little friend
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RSPCA shop move
Bold plan
to help
save pets
Hannah Martin

THE Queensland branch of
the RSPCA has broken ranks
with the organisation inter­
state by selling refuge animals
in commercial pet shops.

Cats and dogs from RSPCA
shelters go on sale today at
Petbarn in Lawnton, just north
of Brisbane, and the RSPCA's
World for Pets Superstore at
Springwood in Logan City,
south of Brisbane.

If the trial is successful,
other Petbarns and pet shops
across the state will be offered
RSPCA animals.

RSPCA Queensland chief
executive Mark Townend said
pets would be sold under strict
guidelines, which aim to match
them with suitable owners.

The cost will be the same as
charged for pets from shelters,
where kittens sell from $80
and dogs up to $300, to cover
treatment and care, de-sexing,
worming and micro-chipping.

Pet shops will not be allowed
to add a profit margin to the
sale of the animals.

Mr Townend said the pro-
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