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HORRIFIC cases of neglect
and animal cruelty are
stretching RSPCA resources
to breaking point.

A record number of com-
plaints has swamped the as-
sociation this year, with offi-
cers called to investigate more
than 40 cases a day.

More than 100 dogs were
seized from a boarding and
breeding kennel last week
after being found in squalor.
RSPCA inspectors and police
raided Waterford Boarding
Kennels and Cattery, south of
Brisbane, on Wednesday and
found dogs including pure-
bred poodles, labradors and a
pomeranian ungroomed and
in filthy enclosures.

RSPCA veterinarian Anne
Covill said conditions were
“abysmal”, with many dogs
suffering inflamed skin and
worms. “Internal parasites are
another issue but it is too early
to tell how bad it will be,” she
said. “It's the worst condition I

have seen in such large num-

bers.”

The RSPCA’s spokesman
Michael Beatty said inspectors
had received 441 complaints
of animal cruelty or breach of
duty of care since January I in
Queensland. The number of
calls to the state’s RSPCA call
centre had risen dramatically,
due in part to the popularity of
TV’s RSPCA Animal Rescue.

“Before the show aired we
were receiving between 9000
and 11,000 calls per month to

our call centre. Since the show
aired, our call centre has
received about 20,000 calls
per month. We just wish we
had the staff to keep up.”
The 101 dogs seized from
the Waterford property in-
cluded six boarded there by
their owners, who were being
contacted by the RSPCA.
Eight dogs had been bought
and were to be sent overseas.
Pure-bred poodles sell for
between $850 and $3000.
Geraldine Fooi  Fong

Robertson, 62, is registered
with the Australian Securities
and Investment Commission
as owner of the “breeding and
grooming” business.

But Beaudesert Shire Coun-
cil said Mrs Robertson did not
hold a valid boarding kennel
licence and had no environ-
mental authority to conduct
such a business in the shire.

The Sunday Mail was pres-
ent when the RSPCA and
police launched their raid
armed with a warrant.

Mrs Robertson initially ref-
used to allow them into her
house and yelled that negli-
gence claims were “vexatious”
and “false”, but later relented.

Mrs Robertson, who main-
tained the dogs were well-fed
and seen to regularly by a
veterinarian, admitted looking
after the dogs was hard work
on her own.

Inspectors are considering
charging her with breach of
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duty of care, which carries a SWOOP: An RSPCA ofﬁcer carries dogs from the kennel in
maximum $22,500 fine or 12 Waterford, (above) where Geraldine Fooi Fong Robertson (left)

months’ imprisonment.

is the registered owner
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By Kelly Parkes

journo1@jimboombatimes.com.au

RSPCA inspectors and police seized
101 poodles after a raid on a Buccan
kennel on Wednesday, January 9.

The dogs were allegedly found standing
in inches of urine and faeces at the Water-
ford-Tamborine Road breeding and board-
ing business, RSPCA spokesman Michael
Beatty said.

He said many of the dogs had maggot
infested wounds and urine burns on their
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He said some dogs were also malnour-
ished and kept in small cages, while others
were in pens.

Mr Beatty said officers were forced to
relocate the dogs.

g “We had to remove all of the animals

Poodle puppies were among the animals rescued from the Buccan boarding
§ because of the living conditions,” he said.

The kennel was known to the RSPCA.

He said officers visited the property once
last year but were unable to enter until a
warrant was issued to search the property.

Mr Beatty said the living conditions
were disgraceful.

“It’s very distressing that irresponsible
breeding continues to be rife,” he said.

He said it was obvious the number of
dogs on the property had gone beyond what
the kennel owner could manage and that
was unacceptable.

Mr Beatty said investigations into the
incident continued and charges were yet to

- be laid. A Beaudesert Shire Council

spokeswoman confirmed the kennel was
unlicensed but failed to respond to further
queries.
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