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Oaths Act 1867 - 1981

Statutory Declaration

QUEENSlAND
TO WIT

T-314 P002/011 F-104

I, ANNETTE BARRELL of 215 Old Bay Road Deception Bay

in the State of Queensland, do solemnly and sincerely declare

as follows:

1) I have known Geraldine Fooi Fong Robertson for approximately 10 years

and have worked with her and her dogs during that time helping her

clean and trim the dogs and also doing general helping around the

kennels.

2) I usually come to see Geraldine 2 or 3 times a year and this usually

involved coming a few days at a time. I helped G,eraldine by washing,

helping her wash all her dogs and then helping her with the clipping of

the body. I do the basic clipping and around the body and Geraldine

does the fancy bits.

,
3) I recall in the two (2) weeks leading up to the date when the RSPCA

raided Geraldine's property it had been raining heavily and this was not

good conditions for washing the dogs.

4) Geraldine had asked me to come and help her wash the dogs and trim

them in November 2007 but I was very busy with family commitments at

the time and said that I would come and help her after Christmas.

Geraldine and I had not set a date for me to come and help her wash

and trim the dogs but it was to be after Christmas.



5) I was conscious of the heavy rain in early January and was waiting until

the rain stopped so that I could make arrangements to come help

Geraldine wash and trim the dogs. I have in the past years helped

Geraldine around the kennels and I found her to be very particular about

cleanliness of the kennels.

6) I have always in the past found Geraldine to be someone who keeps her
dogs in good condition they were always very well fed and very happy
dogs.

7) I know that the dogs that Geraldine breeds are much sought after in the

poodle community because of their good temperament and blood line.

8) I was requested by Geraldine to view and give my opinion on the

contents of a Video taken by officers of the RSPCA during the raid on the

Kennels owned by Geraldine Robertson.

9) I have known Geraldine Robertson for approximately ten years and

have regularly visited her kennels over that period of time. I would

estimate that the last time I visited Geraldine's kennel was prior to 9

January2008 WOUldhave been in late October 2007.

10)During that time I noticed that the kennels were in a clean condition.

11)I know that ordinarily Geraldine keeps the kennels extremely clean and

she has criticized me in the past when I have assisted her with cleaning

the kennels and have done anything less then up to her exacting

standards.

12)On every occasion when I have visited Geraldine's I have observed the

following:

a) The animals were clean and well clipped;

b) The animals appeared healthy and did not smell of urine or faeces;

c) The animals appeared happy and able to get appropriate exercise;



d) The animals were in clean conditions; and

e} The animals had access to clean water and food.

13)1 visited Geraldine's in the past and I have eaten meals in her house and

certainly her house was never unsanitary or unclean. It may have been

cluttered or a little untidy but certainly not the way it was depicted in the

video.

14)Viewing the video taken of the courtyard and the passage way of the

side of the house, I noticed that it was more like mud and leaves and

twigs littering the concrete floor. I know that there are many trees on the

property and there had been flash flooding in the previous days. I saw

some faeces in the video but it was not all faeces.

15)lt occurred to me that one could misconstrue the video as showing

faeces everywhere when upon closer inspection it appeared that a lot of

the material in the pens or on the ground were leaves or twigs.

16)1 have visited Geraldine's place many times before and have never seen

any dog kept in a small cage like the one pictured. I believe it was

probably (as she has told me) a temporary one to get him out the way of

visitors at the front door.

17')The standard poodles in the grassed paddock, jumping up at the fence

were certainly in a messy state and I agree they were long overdue for

clipping, something which I have not seen to that degree in the past at

Gerldine's.

18) I have visited the boarding kennels on a regular basis for the past 10

years and this was the worst condition I had ever seen the dogs and

facilities ever before.

19)1n fact the dog with bits hanging off his coat is something I have never

seen ever in my life before. I do know for a fact they were to be clipped
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before Christmas and I was requested to help her, something I have

done several times a year for many years. This I am sorry to say had

been put off by myself, for various reasons, until after Christmas and

then, when the weather cleared up.

20)We had however never had in my memory such a vast amount of rain for

such a long period of time. It was non stop for weeks.

21)1 had agreed with Geraldine that I would come and help her wash and

clipper the dogs once the rain stopped. Geraldine had told me that she

needed to trim the dogs and I had said that I would come help her.

22)lf the coats were long and wet and then the dogs rolled in the mud then

this would certainly make them look as bad as they did that day. The

poodles coat, being wool would turn to felt in those conditions.

23)As I have also worked in the boarding block at Geraldine's cleaning the

-kennels and cleaning the water bowls and feeding the dogs, I also am

aware of the state 'that the kennels are an a normal basis and how

Geraldine requires them to be done.

24}The state of them in the video was certainly not the norm.

25)My opinion was that most of the mess shown in the video was not faeces

but dirt and leaves and twigs carried down the slope behind the front

door into the kennel area.

26)The piles against the outside runs mesh was obviously washed there by

large amounts of water.

27)As for the centre drain in the boarding block again I have never seen it in

the condition it appeared to be on the videa. I could not make out for

certain however if the drain was still or running.



28)Normally the kennels are hosed out into the drain and then the drain is

also hosed towards the back. door. I have in fact heard Geraldine

complaining on numerous occasions about the rust on the wire mesh as

normally this was the only thing that looked bad in the kennels.

29)The area known as the halfway house also has never looked the way it

appeared on the video. The poodles kept in this area had freedom to

toilet outside in the paddock at all times. They were never confined to

these kennels and therefore never messed them up.

30)Normally the dogs would be able to run outside in the paddocks where

they would toilet The dogs ordinarily don't toilet in the concrete pens as

they have learned to go to the toilet when they are being exercised. I

know that Geraldine's dogs normally won't go to the toilet near their

bedding but will do it as far away as possible nonnally in the outside

courtyard area.

31)Geraldine has told me and I believe that with the heavy rain that was

happening the dogs had stopped toileting outside because they didn't

want to be caught in the rain and were'toileting closer to their bedding

then usual. This would have made the pens dirtier and smellier then they

ordinarily were when the dogs can run freely.

32)The area known as the half way house is the area depicted on the video

showing dogs in kennels with metal cladding walls as opposed to the

chain link walls from top to bottom in the area known as the quarantine

block..

33)The house was at most times messy with paperwork piled up

everywhere but it did appear. in the video. to be even worse than I had

seen it before.

34)The cages in the lounge room were never permanent accommodation for

dogs. They were housed there temporarily to whelp their puppies, and



also to keep a close eye on the pups in those first few days and or

weeks. Mums were taken outside at least twice a day for a run on the

grass, something I personally participated in. While they were outside it

was a good chance to check the condition of the pups and also change

the paper bedding. I was never allowed to do this as Geraldine had her

own special way of putting the sheets of newspaper in.

35)The look of the kitchen did look quite shocking but again it was not

normally quite like this. Geraldine normally keeps her house clean if

not uncluttered.

Clippin~ of the Poodles at the RSPCA facilities.

36)1 have owned poodles for 36 years and have never seen a poodle

clipped or perhaps I should say shaved like that before.

37)The coat was wet which for a start one would never do as it blocks up

the dipper blades.

38)The way that woman was digging downwards with the clippers it is a

wonder she did not cut the animal to pieces, in fact later on it looked as if

he did have a cut or two on his side. She was jabbing not clipping.

39)The blade used was also a surgical blade and I have no idea why

anyone would want to use a surgical blade over the whole body_ This

would have caused clipper bum, and the poor dog also would have been

under complete shock due to the fact he was nude. Even a wet short

coat would insulate a dog like a wet suit, but bare skin would be a

complete shock to the poor dog and I did not see anyone put a coat on

this animal or cream on his obviously scraped skin to soothe any

possible irritation.




